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Mr. GEORGE GRAHAM*s Renunciation and 
Abjuration of Epiſcopacy. . 


Deut. Ver. 32. Fe ſhall obſerve to do as the Lord your 
God bath commanded you : You ſhall not turn aſide 
to the Right- Hand, or to the Left. | 

1 Cor. xi. 2. Now, I praiſe you, Brethren, that you 
keep the Ordinances as I delivered them to you. 

Mark vii. 7. In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for 
Dod@rines the Commandments of Men. 
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Perhaps ſome may be prejudiced againſt the fol- 


lowing Paper, vecauſe its Arguments are levelled a- 
gainſt the Service- Book impoſed on Scotland 1637. 
and not againſt the Service- Book of England, now 
generally uſed by our Scots Epiſcopalians : But who- 
ever has read both theſe Books, knows them to be 
materially, if nor almoſt formally, one and the ſame : 
For Proot of which I only cire a few Lines of an 
Epiſcopal Miniſter, Mr. William Smart, in a Paper 
a his, intitled, A ſhort Diſcourſe (after Sermon) re- 
commending the Ser vice and Prayers f the Church, 
Pag. 8. Some are diſpleaſed that we make Uſe of 
xc the Engliſh Liturgy, and not of our own, ſeeing we 
© have one of our own, and which ſome Divines of the 
**:Charch of England prefer to their own, But our 
ce own Book of Common-Prayer is almoſt our of 
c Print, at leaſt we have not a ſufficient Number of 
4 them, as (by tbe pious and generous Diſpoſition 
< of good Chriſtians in England) we are ſupplied 
cc With Sar Books at this Time. And there is no 
cc material Difference between the Scotiſh and Eu- 
ce gliſh Books of Common- Prayer; they differ as 
tc little as the Scotzþ and Engliſh Tongues, and are, 
cc upon the Matter, one and the ſame: So that this 
c Objection ſerves for nothing.“ 

From all which it appears, that the ſame Argu- 
ments ſtrike equally againſt the Engliſh as the Scotifh 
Service- Book, | 
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The REASOxNs agreed upon by the Rerormens 
of the Church of Scotland, for which * 
the Book of Common-Prayer, urged 
upon SCOTLAND, Anno 1637. was retu= 


{ed. 


| 


REASON I. 


T contaĩneth divers Points and Directions which 
would breed a Change in ſome Articles of that 
Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of rbe ſaid 
Kingdom, which are both warranted in Scripture, 
and approved by Parliament: And it ſeemeth to be 
as well againſt Stare- Wiſdom, as againſt Religion, 
to change any Thing either in the Matter or Form 
of the ſaid Doctrine and Diſcipline, without firſt 
ſhewing both ſome Evil or Defect in the Things to 
be changed, and what Good and Benefit it is, that 
the ſaid Service- Booł will afford more to the Edifi- 
cation of the Church, or true Worſhipof Almighty 
God, than the Points of Doctrine and Diſcipline 
which the ſaid Service-Book would breed a Change 
of, 
REasoON II. 
IN the pretended Communion, it hath all the Sub- 
ſtance and eſſential Parts of the Maſs, and ſo brings 


in the moſt abominable Idol. try that ever was in the 


World, in worſhipping of a breaden God, and makes 
Way to the Antichriſt of Rome to bring this Land 
under his Bondage again; as may be ſeen ar large by 
the Particulars of that Communion, wherein ſome 
Things that were pur our of the Service-Book of Eng- 
land, tor ſmelling ſo ſtrong of the Maſs, are reſtored ; 
and many other Things, that were never in it, are 
brought our of the Haſs-Bosk, though they labour to 

ON COver 


— 9 
A 4 * 


cover the Matter. It hath the Commemoration of 


— 


the Dead; the Table ſet Altar-ways: The Oblation 
of the Bread and Wine to God before Conſecration: 
It hath the Popiſb Conſecration, that the Lord would 
ſan&ify, by his Word, and by his holy Spirit, thoſe 
Gifts and Creatures of Bread and Wine, that they 


may be unto us the Body and Blood of his Son; and 
then repeat the Words of Inſtituzton to God, for that 


Purpoſe. It hath an Oblation of it again, after it 
is conſecrate; the Conſummation by the Prieſt, 


kneeling before the conſecrate Bread and Wine: It 


takes away the eating and drinking by Faith, men- 
rioned in the Engliſh Liturgy. Ir hath the Patin Cha- 
lice, two Pater-nofters in Engliſh, before the Maſs, and 
ſeveral other Particulars, that would take a long 
Time to rehearſe and confute. 

REasoN III. 


THOUGH they would rake away the idolatrous 


Maſs out of it, yet it hath a Number of Fopiſb ſuper- 


ſtitious and 1dolarrous Ceremonies ; as Twenty nine 


Holy-Days, whereof Twenty two are dedicated to 
Saints; two of them to the Virgin Mary, the one 
whereof is called, The Annunciation of our Lady So 


ſhe is made a Lady to Chriſtians ; not being on Earth 
ſſhe muſt be a Lady in Heaven. Is not this to make 


her a Goddeſs? Ir bath fourteen Faſting-Days, and 
ſome Weeks. It hath alſo the human Sacraments 
of the Croſs in Baptiſm, laying on of the Biſhop's 
Hand in Confirmation; a Ring for the out ward Seal 
M Marriage; a ſanctified Font, Holy-Water, Ho- 
lineſs of Churches and Chancels; private Baptiſm, 
rivate Communions, Ceremonies for Burial of the 
ead, and Purification of Women after Child- 
Birth; the Prieſt ſtanding, kneeling, turning to the 
People, and conſequently from them, ſpeaking with 
a loud Voice, and conſequently ſome Times with a 
low Voice. People tag gat Goſpels, at Gloria 
Patri, and Creeds ; h og the Miniſter, and 
SUS many 
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E 
many ſuch like, in Number above Fifty; beſides 
any religious Ornament, that the King, or bis Suc- 
ceſſors ſhall preſcribe, and Ceremonies thar Biſhops 
ſhall determine, or ſhall be contained in Books of 
Homilies to be ſer forth hereafter. 
REASON IV. 

AND though they would rake our of the Book, 
both the Maſs, and all thoſe ſuperſtitious Ceremo- 
nies, yet it hath a Number of otber material Er- 
rors: As, leaving unread about a Hundred and 
rwenty Chaprers of God's Word, and putting this 
Reproach upon them, that they are leaſt edifying, and 
might be belt ſpared, and reading ſundry Chapters 
our of Apocrypha, under the Stile of holy Scriprure of 
the Old EN It hath a Litany more like Con- 
It hath ſome Places out 
of which Papiſis may prove, that Sacraments are 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, in appointing Bap- 
tiſm in private, with ſuch Haſte, that, if Neceſſity 
require, he that baptizes needs not ſo much as to ſay 
the Lord's Prayer : And out of which they may prove, 
that Sacraments give Grace by their Work wroughr, 
in ſaying, Children baptized have all Things neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation, and be undoubtedly ſaved. It bath 
other Places our) of which they may prove more 
Sacraments than Two, which, they ſay, every Pa- 
riſhioner, who is already baprized, ſhall communi- 
cate, and ſhall alſo receive the Sacraments ; and that 
Sacraments, two, are generally neceſſary ro Salvati- 
en, as if there were others, either not ſo general, or 
not ſo neceſſary. It hath other Places, out of which 
they may prove univerſal Grace, ſaying, God the 
Father made me and all the World, and God the 
Son redeemed me and all Mankind. One Collect 
pretends to beg trom God, that which they dare nor 
preſume ro name, and a Number others of this Sort. 

REASON V. Ip 

THOUGH like ways they amend all thoſe 8 

| an 
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and that they were no material Error init at all; fo 
they read nothing at all but Scriptures, yea, and that 
all their Prayers and Exbortations were nothing but 
Words of Scripture, yet ſuch a Liturgy were not 
lawtul ro be made the only Form of God's — 
in publick: For, though a formed Liturgy may 
to ſerve for Rule to other Churches, and Monuments 
to Poſterity, hat Forms are uſed, or that it may 
lead tbe Way, or be a Direction to thoſe that are 
beginning in the Miniſtry, yet it is not by read- 
ing of Prayers and Exhortations, that the Lord ap- 

oints his Servants of the Miniſtry to worſhip 

im, or edity bis People; but he has given Gifts to 
them, to exhort, pray, and preach, which they 
ought to ſtir up and uſe ; and though they may, in 
their private Studies, rake Help of other Men's Gifts, 
yer it is not lawful for a Man to ty himſelf, or be 
tied by others, ro a preſcript Form of Words in 
Prayer and Exhortation, for theſe Reaſons. 

Firſt, Such a preſcript Form is againit the G/ory 
of God, in ſtinting ro bim ſuch a daily Meaſure of Ser - 
vice, and in hindring the many ſpiritual Peririons 
and Praiſes that otberways would be, if God's Gifts 
were uſed. 

Secondly, It is againſt rhe Dignity of Chriſt, in ma- 
king bis Gifts needleſs; for, though he ſend down 
no Gifts at all, they can ſerve themſelves with the 
Book without them. | 

Thirdly, It quenches the holy Spirit, becauſe he gets 
no Employment. 

Fourthly, It hinders the Edification of God's People ; 
they may as well ſtay ar Home, and be edified by 
reading the Book rhenfffelves. 

Fifthly, It is againſt the Converſion of thoſe that 
know not God. Will eyer a Rat-rime of Words ſaid 


over, without Feeling or Bleſſing, work upon an] 


unrenewed Heart? 
Sixthly, 


* * 
* 
g d 
2 © 
2 „. .* 


it all; fo 
, and that 
thing bur 
yore not 
orſtip 

y — 
2numents 
t it may 
that are 

by read- 
Lord ap- 
worſhip 

n Gifts to 
ich they 
may, in 

n's Gifts, 
It, or be 
Vords in 


8. 

the Glory 
re of Ser 
Peririons 


od*s Gifts 
, in ma- 
nd down 

with the 
iſe he gets 


People; 
dified by 
thoſe that 
/ords ſaid 

upon an 


Sixthly, 


: 3 

mY 

0 a ) 
— 


(7) 


 Sixthly, Tr will never ſerve to convince an Here 

tick, to check a profane Perſon, or to waken a ſecure 
Soul; they may long go on, ere ſuch a Service bite 
upon them; yea; it foſters People in a preſumptuous 
Conceir, that they are well enough if they be preſent, 
and ſay their Parr of Service. 

Seventhly, It foſters a lazy Miniſtry, and makes 
Way for purting down Preaching ; they need rake 
ains, and therefore need no Stipend: Yea, 
they may come from the Ale-houfe, or a worſe 
Place, and ſtep to and read their Service, with- 
our either Check or Preparation. | 
 Eightly, It may all be done by a Boy of ſeven Fears 
old; and ſo every private Man, that can read, yea, 
a Turk, it he can read, may be ſuch a Miniſter. 

Ninthly, It cannot expreſs the ſeveral Needs of all 
People to God, or deal with them according to 
their ſeveral Eſtates, that will alter otherways than 
any preſcript Form can be applied to. 
If any one ſtinted Liturgy had been good, 
| no doubr bur CHRIS 
one down for us. 


REASON VI. 

Though a perſcripr Form of Liturgy were law - 
ful, yet there is no Warrant for impoſing one: For, 
might not able Miniſters (at leaſt) make a preſcript 
Form to themſelves, Which would fit them and 
their People beſt > But if it were lawful to impoſe 
one, then there is one in this Country already *. 
Ought nor that rather be impoſed, than any other, 
ſeeing it is already eſtabliſhed by Parliament, now 
ot a long Time > But now, if a new one ougbr 
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bis was the Form and Order of the Engliſh 
” Church at Geneva, which was brought over here, and 
e of as a Directory in the Beginning of our Re- 

forma tion in Rnox's Iime. . | 


would have ſet 
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A. to be impoſed, then it ought to comę in by a law- 
: ful Manner, by a General Aſſembly, and Men 


ö of Prayer themſelves, and not the Maſi- Book trans 
| | ſlared into Engliſh 5 urged by Ant ichriſtian Prelates 
upon God's People, without Conſent of any Gene- 
ral Aflembly or Parliament, againſt the Will of 
all Men, and with no ſmall Offence and Scandal 
to the Minds and Conſciences of ſuch as think all 
Liturgy unlawful, that is either in the Maſs-Way, 
or inconſiſtent with the Practice and Peace of * 
Reformed Churches of Scotland hitherto; and a- 
ainſt rhe Hearts of ſuch as know many Things in 
the Engliſh N and Canons, which the Practice 
of neither bath Warrant in God's Word, nor can 
bring any ſuch Addition to the Profit, Honour or 
ower of the King, that is able to compenſe the 
ſs be may make of bis good Subjects Affections, 
by commanding ſuch a Change as the urged Litur- 
y would bring to the Peace of our Church, and the 
eſpect due to the Acts of Parliament, and long 
Cuſtom, whereby our Church- Diſcipline, Order 
and Government bath been eſtabliſhed. 


1 
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AFR of the General Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland condemning the Service-Book, 
Book of Canons, Book of Ordination, and 
the High-Commiſſion. 


Glaſzow, December 6. 1638. 


H E Aſſembly having diligently conſidered the 
T Book of Common-Prayer, lately obtruded up- 
on the Reformed Kirk within this Realm, both in 
_—_— of the Manner of the Introducing thereof, 
and in r ſpect of the Matter which it containeth 


Findeth, that it hath been deviſed and brought — 
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by the prerended Prelates, without Direti 


tion from 
upon Miniſters witbout War- 
rant from the Kirk, to be univerſally received, as 


the only Form of Divine-Service, under all higheſt 


Pains, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical: And the Book 


"itſelf, beſide the Popiſb Frame and Forms in Divine 


Worſhip, ro contain many Popiſh Errors and Ce- 
remonies, and the Seeds of mamfold and groſs Su- 
perſtition and Idolatry. The Aſſembly therefore, 
all in one Voice, bath rejected and condemned, 
and, by theſe Preſents, doth reject and condemn 
the ſaid Book; not only as e introduced, but 
alſo as repugnant to the Doctrine, Diſcipline and 


"Order of this reformed Kirk, ro the Confeſſion of 


Faith, Conſticurions of General Aſſemblies, and 
Acts of Parliament eſtabliſhing the true Religion; 
and doth prohibit the Uſe and Practice thereof; 
and ordain Presbyteries to proceed with the Cenſure 
of che Kirk againſt all ſuch as ſhall tranſgreſs. 
"The Aſſembly alſo, raking to their Confiderari- 
on the Book of Canons, and the Manner how ir 
hath been introduced, finderh, That ir hath been de- 
viſed by the pretended Prelates, without Warrant 
or Direction from the General Aſſembly; and to 
eſtabliſh a tyrannical Power in the Perſons of the 
prerended Biſhops, over the Worſhip of God, Mens 
Conſciences, Liberties and Goods, and ro overthrow 


the whole Diſcipline and Government of the General 


and Synodal Aſſemblies, 1 8 and Seſſions, 


formerly eſtabliſhed in our Kirk. 


Therefore the Aſſembly, all in one Voice, hath 
rejected and condemned, and, by theſe Preſents, doth 
reject and condemn the ſaid Book, as contrary to 
the Confeſſion of our Faith, and repugnant to the 
eſtabliſhed Government, the Book of Diſcipline, and 
the Acts and Conſtitutions of our Kirk; prohibits 
che Uſe and Practice of the ſame ; and ordains Preſ- 
| byteraes 
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Hãteries to proceed with the Cenſure of the Kirk 
e ſuch as ſhall tranſgreſs. 9 
Tue Aſſembly having conſidered the Book of Con- 
ſecration and Ordination, findeth it to have been fra- 
med by the Prelates, to have been introduced and 
practiſed without Warrant of Authority, either Ci- 
vil or Eccleſiaſtical; and that it eſtabliſheth Offi- 
ces in God's Houſe, which are not warranted by the 
"Word of God, and are repugnant to the Diſcipline 
and Conſticurion of our Kirk; Thar it is an Impedi- 
ment to the Entry of fit and worthy Men to the Mi- 
niſtry, and to the Diſcharge of their Duty after their 
Entry, conform to the Diſcipline of our Kirk : 
Therefore the Aſſembly, all in one Voice, hath re- 
jected and condemned, and, by theſe Preſents, do re- 
ject and condemn the ſaid Book; and probibirs : 
the Uſe and Practice of the ſame; and ordains Preſ- 
byteries to proceed with the Cenſure of the Kirk 
againſt all ſuch as ſhall tranſgreſs. 

The General Aſſembly, after due Trial, having 
found, That the Court of High- Commiſſion hath 
been erected without che Conſent or Procurement of 
"the Kirk, or Conſent of the Eſtates in Parliament; 
That it ſubverteth the Juriſdiction and ordinary Ju- 
dicatories and Aſſemblies of the Kirk-Seſſions, 
Presbyteries, provincial and national Aſſemblies; 
That it is not regulate by Laws, Civil or Eccleſi- 
aſtical, but at the Diſcretion and Arbitriment of 
Commiſſioners; That it giveth to Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons the Power of both the Swords, and to 
Perſons merely Civil the Power of the Keys and 
Kirk-Cenſures: Therefore the Aſſembly, all in one 
Voice, hath diſallowed and condemned, and, by 
theſe Preſents, doth diſallow and condemn the ſaid 
Court, as unlawful in itſelf, and prejudicial to the 
'Liberrics of Chriſt's Kirk and Kingdom, the 
King's Honour, in maintaining theeſtabliſhed Laws 
and judicatories of rhe Kirk; and prohibits =D . 
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Uſe and Practice of the ſame; and ordains Prezby- 
teries to proceed with the Cenſures of the Kick a- 
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Act of the General Aſſembly of the Church of 


Scotland concerning the Confeſſion of Faith 
renewed in February, 1638. 1 


Glaſgow, December 20. 1638. 


H E Aſſembly conſidering, Thar, for the Pur- 
3 i ging and Preſervation of Religion, for the 
King's Majelty's Honour, and for the publick Peace 
of the Kirk and Kingdom, the Renewing of that na- 
tional Covenant and Oath of this Kirk and Kingdom, 
in February 1638. was moſt neceſſary; likeas the 
Lord hath bleſſed the ſame from Heaven, with 2 
wonderful Succeſs for the Good of Religion. Thar 
the ſaid Covenant ſuſpendeth the Practice of Nova- 
tions already introduced, and the Approbation of 
the Corruprtions of rhe preſent Government of the 
Kirk, with the civil Places and Power of Kirk-Men, 
til! they be tried in a free General Aſſembly: And 
that now, after long and ſerious Examination, it is 
found, Thar, by the Confeſſion of Faith, the five 
Articles of Perth, and Epiſcopal Government, are ab- 
jured, and to be removed our of this Kirk, and the 
Civil Places and Power of Kirk-Men are declared 
to be unlawful ; the Aſſembly alloweth and approv- 


eth the ſame, in all the Heads and Articles thereof, 


and ordaineth, that all Miniſters, Maſters of Uni- 
verſities, Colleges and Schools, and all others who 
have not already ſubſcribed the ſaid Confeſſion and 
Covenant, hat} {ubſcribe the ſame, with rheſe 
Words prefixed to che Subſcriprion. vis. The Ar- 
xicle of this Covenant, which was, at the firſt Sub- 
. ſcription, 


_— 


"98 73 
{criprion, referred to the Dererminarion of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, being now derermined at Glaſgow, 
in December 1638. and thereby the five Articles 
of Perth, and the Governmem of the Kirk by 
Biſhops, being declared to be abjured and removed, 
the civil - Places and Power of Kirk-Men declared 
to be unlawful, We ſubſcribe according to the De- 
termination of the ſaid free and lawful General Aſ- 
ſembly holden at Glaſgow ; and ordain, ad per- 
petuam rei memoriam, the ſaid Covenant, with this 
Declaration, to be inſert in rhe Regiſters of the Aſ- 
— of this Kirk, General, Provincial and Pre/- 
terials : 


* 1 


Me. George Graham his renouncing axd ab- 
Juring of Epiſcopacy, given in to the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Edinburgh, Auguſt 17. 1639. 


The which Day there was given into the Aſſembly, di- 
* fed from Mr. George Graham, ſometime pretended 
Biſbop of Orkney, an Aljurarion of Epiſcopacy, 


O all and ſundry whom ir effeirs, to whoſe 
Knowledge theſe Preſents ſhall come, eſpecial- 
ly to the Reverend and Honourable Members of the 
| e Aſſembly, ro be holden at Edinburgh rhe 12th 
Day of Auguſt 1639 Years, me Maſter George Gra- 
lm, ſomerime prerended Biſhop of Orkney, being 
forry and grieved at my Heart, that 1 ſhould yl 
| . for 


ad per- 
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f the Aſ- 
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md ab- 
e Gene- 
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nbly 3 Fill _ 
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iſcopacy, 
Ey read 


they or- 


y- Books, 
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- when 
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the 12th 
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for any worldly: Reſpect, have embraced the Order 
of Epiſcopacy, the ſame having no Warram from the 
Word of God; and being ſuch an Order as hath had 


ſenfibly many fearful and evil Conſequences in many. 
Parts of Chriſtendom, and particularly within the 
Kirk of Scotland, as by doleful and deplorable Experi- 
ence this Day is maniteſt, to have diſclaimed, likeas I, 
by the Tenor hereof, doalrogerher diſclaim and ab- 
jure all Epiſcopal Power and Juriſdiction, with t 
whole Corruprions thereof, condemned by lawf 
Aſſemblies within rhe ſaid Kirk of Scotland; in re- 
gard the ſame is ſuch an Order, as is alſo abjured 
within the ſaid Kirk, by virtue of that national 
Oath which was made in the Vears 15 80 and 1581. 
romiſing, and ſwearing by the great Name of che 
rd our God, that I ſhall never, while I live, dire&- 
ly, or indirectly, exerce any ſuch Power within the 
Kirk; neither yer ſhall I ever approve or allow the 
ſame, nor ſo much as in my private or publick Diſ- 
courſe : Bur, on the contrary, ſhall ſtand and ad- 
here to all the Acts and Conſtitutions of rhe late Aſ- 
ſembly bolden at Glaſgow the 21ſt of November 
1638. laſt bypaſt; and ſhall concur, to the uttermoſt 
of my Power, fincerely and faithfully, as Occaſion 
ſhall offer, in Execution of the ſaid Acts, and ad- 
vancing the Work of Reformation within this Land, 
to the Glory of God, the Peace of the Country, and 


A 


the Comfort and Contentment of all good Chriſtians, 


as God ſhall be my Help. In Teſtimony of which 
Premiſſes, I have ſubſcribed thir Preſents with wy + 
Hand, at Breekneſs in Strones, the Eleventh Day of 
February, the Year of God 1639 Years, before thir 
Witneſſes, Mr. Walter Stuart Miniſter at Soutbro- 
naldſay, Mr. James Hynd Miniſter at Xirłkwall, Mr. 
Robert Peirſon Miniſter at Firth, and Mr. Patrick 
Graham Miniſter at Holme, my Son. 
See alſo the Renunciation of Mr. Alexander Lind- 
ſay, pretended Biſhop of Dunkell, of Epilcopery, 
| a: 
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V 
allo peed to the fame Aſſembly; See the unprin- 
ted Acts of rhe ſaid Aﬀembly ; and likeways ſee 
Mr. Patrick Adamſon, pretended Biſhop of St. Au- 
drews, his Renunciation of Epiſcopacy, in Calder- 
wood's Hiſtory, Pag. 260. in the Year 1591. All 
which plainly declares and clearly proves, that 
Prelacy, or the Government of the Church by Biſhops, 
bas no Warrant nor Foundation in the Word of 
God. i 
Sv hay be Li 
The Reaſons agreed upon by the Aſſembly of | lies 
Divines at Weſtminiſter, for laying afide 
the Engliſh-Book of Common-Prayer. 


| by the Beginning of rhe bleſſed Reformation, our 
wiſe and/ptous Anceſtors took care to ſer forth an 
Order for Redreſs of many Things, which they 
then, by the Word, diſcovered to be vain, erroncous, 


- 
- 


| ſuperſticious and idolarrous, in the publick Wor- 1 


ſhip of God. This occaſioned many godly and learned - 
Men to rejoice much in the Book of Common- Prayer — 
at that Time ſet forth; becauſe the Maſs, and the (1 
reſt of the Latin Service, being removed, the publick K 
Worſhip was celebrated in our own Tongue ; many 
of the common People alſo received Benefit by hear- 


ing the Scriptures read in their own Language, which 


formerly were unto them as a Book that is ſcaled, 
REASON I. 

Howbeir, long and ſad Experience hath made it 
manifeſt, that rhe Liturgy uſed in the Church of Eng- 
land (not withſtanding all the Pains and religious In- 
tentions of the Compilers of it) hath proved an Of- 
fence, not only to many of the Godly at Home, 
but alſo to the reformed Churches Abroad. For, 
not to ſpeak of urging the reading of all the Prayers, 
which very greatly increaſed the Burden of it; the 


many unprofitable and burdenſom Ceremonies con- 
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rained in ir, bave occaſioned much Miſchief, as well 
by diſquiering the Conſciences ot many godly Mi- 


niſters and People, who could nor yield unto them, 
as by depriving them of the Ordinances of God, 
which they might nor enjoy without conforming or 
ſubſcribing to thoſe Ceremonies. Sundry good Chri- 
ſtians ha ve been, by Means thereof, kept from the 
Lord's Table, and divers able and faithful Miniſters 
debarred from the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry (to the 
endangering many Tbouſand Souls, in 2 Time of 
ſuch Scarcity of faithful Paſtors) and ſpoiled of their 
Livelyhood, to the Undoing of them and their Fami- 
lies. Prelates and their Faction have laboured to 
raiſe the Eſtimation of it to ſuch a Height, as if 
there were noother Worſhip, or Way of Worſhip of 
God amongſt us, but only the Service- Book, to the 
great Hindranceof the Preaching of the Word, and 
(in ſome Places, eſpecially of late) ro the Juſtling of 
it out as unneceſſary 3 or (ar beſt) as far inferior to 
the reading of Common-Prayer, which was made 
no better than an Idol, by many ignorant and ſuper- 
ſtitious People, who, pleaſing themſelves in theit 
Preſence at that Service, and their Liplabour in 
bearing a Part in it, have thereby hardned them- 
ſelves in their Ignorance and Careleſneſs of ſaving 
Knowledge and true Piety. 
REASsON II. | 
IN the mean Time, Papiſis boaſted that tbe Book 


was a Compliance with them in a great Part of 


their Service; and ſo were not a little confirmed in 
their Superſtition and Idolatry, expecting rather 
our Return to them, than endeayouring the Refor- 
mation of themſelves: In which Expectation they 
were of late very much encouraged, when, upon the 
pretended Warranrableneſs of impoſing of rhe for- 
mer Ceremonies, new ones were daily obtruded upon 
the Church. ; - 261 
G Add 
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"ZN Add . | (which was not-foreſeen, bar finc + 


45 


| ſos Chriſt pleaſerh 


© Superſtirion;. and for attaining of Knowledge in the 
Myſteries of 4 6 


th come to paſs) that the Liturgy hath been a great 
Means, as, on the one Hand, to make and increaſe 
an idle and unedifying. Miniſtry, which contented 
itſelf with ſer Forms made to their Hands by o- 
thers,, without putting forth. themſelves to exer- 
ciſe the Gift of Prayer, with which our Lord Fe- 
furniſh all his Servants. whom 

calls 00, TOE * 22 1 9 — it 
bath, been (and ever wou „ if continued) a 
Matrer of endleſs Strife and Contention in the 
Church, and a Snare both to many godly. and 
ithful Miniſters, who have been perſecured and 
legced upon that Occaſion, and to others of bope- 

Parts, many of which have been, and more 
ſill would be diverted from all Thoughts of the Mi- 
niſtry, to other Studies; eſpecially in theſe latte: 


Times, wherein God vouchſafeth to his People more 


berter Means for the Diſcovery of Krror and 


- - 


Godlineſs, and Gifts in Preaching and 


t A } via DASON .: 
UPON theſe, and many like weighty Conſide- 
rations, in referrence to the whole Book in general, 
and becauſe of divers Particulars contained in it, not 
trom any Love to Novelty, or Intention to diſpa- 
rage our firſt Reformers, of whom we are perſwad- 
ed, that, were they now alive, they would join 
with us in this Work, and whom we-acknowledge 
as excellent Inſtruments, raiſed. to begin 
the Purging and. Building of his e, and defire 
1 may be bad of us and Poſterity in everlaſting 
Remembrance, with Thanh fulneſs and Honour; but 
that we may, in ſome 
Providence of God, which at this Time callerb up- 
on us for further Reformation, and may ſatisfy 


| Prayer; 
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of other reformed Churches, and rhe Deſires of many 
ot the Godly among ourſelves, and wirhal 155 


ſome publick Teſtimony of our Endeayours for U- 


niformiry in divine Worſhip, which we bave pro- 


miſed in our ſolermn League and Covenant: We have, 


after earneſt and frequent calling upon the Name of 
God, and after mach Conſultation, not with Fleſh 
and Blood, but with his holy Word, reſolved to lay 


afide the former Liturgy, with the many Rites and 


Ceremonies formerly uſed in the Worſhip of God, 


— —_ 


- Service. | King Edward VI. his Anſwer 
to the People aſſembled in Devonſhire, An- 
10 1549. | 


S for the Service in the Engliſp Tongue, it hath 
manifeſt Reaſons for it: And yer perchance ir 
ſeemeth ro you a new Service, and indeed it is no 
other than the old, the felf-ſame Words in Engliſb 
which were in Latin, ſaving a few Things taken out, 
which were ſo fond, that it had been a Shame to 
have heard them in Engliſh, as all they can jud 
which liſt ro report the Truth. The Difference is, 


ſtand in Exgliſp, being our natural Country Tongue, 
that which was heretofore ſpoken in Latin, then 
ſerving only for them which underſtood Latin, and 
naw for all you which be born Enghſh. How can 
this. with Reaſon offend any reaſonable Man, thar 


ſent wirh the Speaker 2 If rhe Service in the Church 
was good in Latin, it remaineth good in Engliſh ; for 
nothing is altered, bur to ſpeak with Kae fle 
that Which was ſpoken with Ignorance, and to ler 


you underſtand what is ſaid for you, to the Intent 


you 


Royal Witneſſes with reſoect to the Engliſh- 


we meant godly, that you our Subjects ſhould under- 


he ſhall underſtand What another ſaith, and ſo con- 
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von may further it with your dyn Devotion: An 
Alteration to the better, except Knowledge be 
worſe than Ignorance. So that, whoſoever, hath 
moved you to Giſlike this Order, can give you no 
Reaſon, nor anſwer yours, if ye underſtopd ir. Fox's 
Ads and Monuments, Vol. II. P. 667. | 

In the eighth Seflion of the Genera! Aſſembly of 


the Church of Scotland, held in Auguſt 1590. King 
es VI. was preſent, where he praiſed God, that 

e was born in ſuch a Time, as in the Time of the 
Light of the Goſpel ; to ſuch a Place, as to be King 
of ſuch a Kirk, the ſincereſt Kirk in the World. The 
Kirk of Geneva, ſaid be, keepeth Paſch and Fule: 
What bave they for them? They bave no Inſtituti- 
on. As for our Neighbour Kirk, in England. their 
S:rvice is an evil-ſaid Maſs in Engliſh; they want 
nothing of the Maſs but the Liſtings. I charge you, 
my good People, Miniſters, Doctors, Elders, No- 
blemen, Gentlemen, and Barons, to ſtand ro your 
Purity, and to exhort the People to do the ſame; 
and I forſooth, fo long as I bruik my Life and 
Crown, ſhall mainrain the ſame againſt all deadly, 
Cc. There wat hing heard for a Quarter of an 
Hour, bur od, and praying for the King, 
Calder woc P. 286, 287. : 

Wy, and the Identity of Biſhop and Preſ- 
byter, the great Eraſiuus, upon 1 Tim. iv. 4. Biſhop 
Cranmer, in his Conferences, P. 310, 331. Biſhop 
Jemel, in Defence of his Apology, Part II. Chap. 
3 Diviſ. 1. Biſhop Morton in bis Catholic Apology, 

art I. Chap. 33. Biſhop Bilſon in his Book againſt 


Seminariet, Lib. I. P. 318. and Archbiſhop White-' || 
 guift Ls Carthright, and many others ; as Biſhop 


Full, Biſhop Pilkington, Biſhop Fox, Sc. Dr. Dun- 
ham, Dr. Hooker, Dr, Whitaker, Dr. Holland, and 
Dr. Stilling ſteet, in their Writings, overthrow the 
prerended divine Right of Prelacy, and plead for 


13 oply as an buman Inſticurion. And nor * 


gainſt 


hite- 
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( 19 ) 
ſo, but theſe very Biſhops and prelatical Divines, gi 
"their clear and full Conſent, That ga Fee, 

1 Ot human = 
Right, and not of divine Inſtituricy 2 Amd theſe Bi- 
ſhops and Do@ors further affit ad pte: out of the 
Fathers, That the Church, at firſt, was governed by 
common Council of Presbytert. And therefore, 
Biſhops; (ſays one of them our of Hierom) muſt un- 
derſtand, that they be greater than Miniſters, rather 
by Cuſtom, rhan the Lord's „ oro z and 
the Biſbops came ju after rhe Apoſtles Tinſes. Jus 
divinim Minifleri Evangel. Part 2d. Chap. iy. 

Alſo, Daniel Tilen, in his Diſputations in the Col- 
lege of Sedan, Geneva, printed 1618. P. 544. de- 
clares, That the Difference between Biſhop and Preſ- 
byrer hath no Foundation in the ſacred Scriptures, 
bur is only founded upon human Inſtitution. For 
Confirmation of which, he cites Hierom. Lombard. 
Gratian. Card. Cuſan. All which fairly yield the 
Cauſe of the pretended divine Right of Prelacy- 


it, Deut. xii. 32. | 
To the Law and to the Teſtimony, i 
not according to this Word, it is becauſe there is no 
Light in them, a. viii. 20. 
Wherefore the Lord ſaid, Foraſmuch as this 
People draw near me with their Mouth, ——— and 


their Fear towards me is taught by the Precept af 


Men; therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a mar- 
vellous Work amongſt theſe People, even a marvel- 
lous Work, and a Wonder; for the Wiſdom of their 
wiſe Men ſhall periſh, and the Underſtanding of their 
prudent Men ſhall be hid, I/. xxix. 13, 14. 

He anſwered and ſaid unto them, Well bath I 


propheſied of you, Hypocrites, as it is written, This 


People 


Men; which Things have indeed a Shew of 


( '20 9 

People honoureth me with their Lips, but their Heart 
is tar from me. Howbeir, in vain do they worſhip 
me, teaching for Doctrines the Traditions of Men: 
For, hying aſide the Commandment of God, ye 
501d the Tradition of Men, as the walhing of Pots 
and Cnps, and many other Things ye do. Row beit, 
full well ye reject the Commandment of God, that ye 
N your Tradition, Mark vii. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
Thus, faith che Lord, Stand ye in the Way, and 
ſee, and ask for the did Path, here is the ood Way, 
aud walk cberein, and ye ſhall find Reſt for your 


os TIE er. vi. 15 a | 

nd he ſaid unto them, The Kings of the Gen- 
Files exerciſe Lordſhip over them; and they that ex- 
erciſe Authority upon them are called Benefa&ors : 
But ye ſhall not be ſo, but he that is greateſt among 


you, ſet him be as che younger, and he that is chief, as 


that dorh ſerve, Luke xxii. 25, 26. Mateh. xxii. 


25, 26, 27. Mark. x. 42, 43, 44- 
Feed the Flock of God which is among you, tak- 


ing the Overſight thereof, not by Conſtraint, bur wil- P 


lingly ; not for filthy Lucre, bur of a ready Mind; 
itber as being Bords over God's Heritage, but being 
ſamples to the Flock, 1 Pet. v. 2, 3.2 Cor. i. 24. 
And from Miletus he ſent to Epheſus, and called 
the Elders of the Church: Take heed therefore unto 
ourſelves, and to the Flock, over the which rhe 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, or Biſhops, ro 
ey the Church of God, Ads xx. 17, 28. Philip. i. 
I. <4 3%; 5 v1. 5 . ; wy 
Ye ers tl 83 Montbs, and Times and 
Years, Gal. iv. 10. * 
Wherefore, if ye be dead with Chriſt from the 
Rudiments of the World, why, as though living in 
the World, are ye ſubject to Ordinances, (touch not, 
taſte nor, handle not, which are all to periſh with 
the uſing) after the Commandmenrs and Ong - 
TR 
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dom, in Worſhip-and Humility, Sc. nn. 10 


20, 21, 22, 23. >. | 
Meddle not with them that vente Charge, 
Prov. xxiv. 21. 
W berefore, come out from among them, and be ye 
ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
Thing, and I will receive you, 2 Cor. vi. 17. 
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The Greek Paſtſcripts of the Epiſtles to Timo- 
thy and Titus, cleared in the Parliament 
_of England. | 1 


＋ HE ny of the moſt ancient Parchment 
Manuſcript of the Bible, remaining in his Maje- 
ſty's Library at St. James 's, being all written in great 
Capital Greek Lerters, was vouched and aſſerted by 
Sir Simonds D' Bwes, in a Speech delivered by bini, 
on Friday, Fune 11. 164 T. in the Morning, upon the 
ebate of the Bill touching 1 Ke &c. by which 
it infallibly appearerh, that the Styling of . 
the firſt Biſbop of Epbeſur, and Titus the firſt Biſhop 
of Crete, are but the bold and ſpurious Addirions of 
ſome Eaſtern iſhep or Monk, to the Poſiſcripes of 
thoſe Epiſtles of St. Paul, ar leaſt 5oo Years after 
Chriſt. The Poſiſcripts of the ſaid Epiſiles, in that 
ancient Manuſcript, agreeing in the main with the 
Syriac Teſtament, are only thus: The firſt ro Timothy, 
written from Laodicea ; the ſecond to Timothy, writ- 


ten from Laodicęea; to Titus, written from Nicopolis. 


This rare Manuſcript was ſent to his Majeſty, that 
now is, by Cyriilius then Patriarch of Alexandria. 
And the Word Ale. is not in all the Dutch Tranſla- 
tion of the New Teſtament, and where the Word 
Biſhop is in our Tranſlation, the ſame is always ren- 


dered Overſeer in theirs, according to the Original. 
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Ar „ Treatiſes, which farther Aer and con- 

Jute Prelacy, and the Scots and Engliſn 

1 Common- Prayer Books, the Reader, that 

N has more Leiſure, may conſult, 

| Jon's Plea againſt Prelacy, Ouarto. 

! 2 4 Altare Damafcenum Edward Di- > 

| -  - doclavii, Quarto. | 1627 

| 3 Gilleſpy's Engliſh Popiſh Ceremonies, 

0 uarto. 1637 

' 4"Hugh's Popiſh Errors aad Ungodlineſs in | 

We. the Service-Book. 

; Baily's Parallel of the Liturgy and Maſs- 


uarto. 

6 Firmin agai Dr. Vandon on the Liturgy, 
ann 160 
7 Pinn's Examination of the Common- ; 
1 Forde, aft Boiſe Nur more | 
oreſter agai iſcopacy, Quarto. 170C 

Smettimnus Ns, Quarto. 1708 

oF 88 Scots Innovators, & c. Quarto 1712 
Ar Auderſon againſt Rhind, Qnarto. 1714 


12 Anderſon's Dialogues, Quarto. 

= A modeſt Apology, occaſioned by the Bi- 
ſhop of Dary. 

14 DeLauue s Plea for Non-Conformiſts, 
Odfavo. 1712 

15 A modeſt Apology for the Church of Scot- 
land, Octavo. 1712 

16 Jameſon's Sum of Epiſcopal Controverſy, 

Ockavo. 1713 

| 17 . $.Enquiry into the Conſtitution, Uni- 

ty and Worſhip of the primitive 1713 

| Church, Ocravo. 

| « "EY obn Ower's Anſwers to the two Que- 

ions concerning the Common Prayer- 

Ii PpPock, with twelve Arguments againſt 

1 (205 8 = ny Conformity ro worſhip not of di- 

So WE 


ine Inſtitution, printed at the End of 
zd Volume of his Sermons, Ofavo. 17 
\ | 
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